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Convocation Address

Samskrit - A Priceless Pearl of Wisdom
XY ]

) e

Dr. Sri H.H. Vireshananda Saraswathi
Swamiji President of Ramakrishna
Vivekananda Ashrama, Tumkur. Sri Swamiji
completed his Engineering in the field of
Electronics. But the spiritual call from within
brought him to the field of Adhyatma. He was
inspired by the talks and writings of Swami
Purushottamanandaji. He took the monastic
order and started philosophical and service-
oriented activities. Sri Swamiji has taken partin
many important conventions like National
seminar in Belur Mutt, Kolkata. Fourth World
Religion Congress in Spain, 2004. Swamiji has
delivered special lectures in Tour-in spirituality
andJenova University.

Swamiji has reached more than 10 lakhs
through his lectures. He has given scholarship
to many backward class students. More than

: l
oy
(GHeD

1.6 lakh students have taken part in written
test competitions. This is the Vidyarthi
Devobhava concept. Swamiji has reached
more than 2 lakhs teachersinthe past 25 years.
He has established Swami Vivekananda
Teachers’ Association. This is the Acharya
Devobhava concept. For the past 20 years,
Swamiji has extended support to more than 8
thousand old women in distress with clothing,
shelter, food and financial support. This is the
Deena Devobhava concept. Sri Swamiji has
authored many books among which the
prominent is Swami Vivekananda and Human
Development. He has delivered talks in Radio
and audio recordings. He is also the editor of
Viveka Deepti journal. Swamiji has been
awarded the Hon. D.Litt. by the University of
Tumkur and Erya Award by Mangalore Canara
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Association. In 2017, Swamiji has been
honoured with Sri Shivakumara Swamiji
Award.

Hon’ble Minister of Higher Education Sri
G.T. Devegowda, Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Padmashekar, Registrar Prof. V. Girish Chandra,
Members of the Syndicate, Academic Council,
Distinguished faculty, Invited dignitaries,
Media staff, Dear graduating students and
their proud parents, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is indeed a great honour and special
privilege to have been invited to deliver the
convocation address at the Prestigious
Karnataka Samskrit University. At the outset
my warm congratulations to all the graduating
students, medal and prize winners upon your
success in graduating from this prestigious
University.

Trerifaa dywht ameufaumd | s e
Eefeicnier all

| salute the parents of the world, Parvati
and Parameswara, who are inseparable like
the “vAk” (word) and “artha”(its meaning); to
gain expertise in the right understanding of the
words and their meanings. In other words, to
getexpertisein literary skills.

An example of anintellectual bhakti may be
discerned in this magical verse of Kalidasa’s

first sloka of Raghuvamsa, which set about
describing the Dynasty of Lord Rama. Curiously
the work that is about to talk about Lord Hari,
Vishnu, begins with a Sloka on Lord Shiva and
Parvathi. The genius of Kalidasa lies in that this
poem is open for Twenty Five meanings! The
magic and beauty comes from the divine
language, Samskrit.

Samskrit is one of the oldest and richest
languages of the world. From ancient times
Samskrit has been looked upon and even
venerated in India as a sacred and a spiritual
language. It was not known as ‘Samskrit’,
which is a relatively recent development, but
rather as ‘Devavani or Devabhasa’, the
language of the gods. Samskrit, as the word
denotes, is a sculpted language. A language
sculpted to perfection. There is a grandeur in
the accented syllables of this language, a rare
plasticity of utterance, a tranquility too that
goes beyond our understanding.

Samskrit is not just a language. Itis a power.
“Its every alphabetis a Mantra, a sound phrase
of spiritual significances and power”, observes
Dr. Judith Tyberg. “The language is constructed
in harmonious relation with the very truths of
existence, hence its power of illumination”.
She adds, “Samskrit grammarians hold that
every word or sound (sabda) has a power
(sakti). This intrinsic power can always convey
the sense that is inseparably related to the
sound... In the sacred Samskrit scriptures this
power was not only intuitively expressed but
consciously wielded, and the power was not
only of the human mind but of the spirit”.

The study of Samskrit is a delightful
endeavour that brings to us liberation, a great
inner strength, enlightenment and an uplifting
refinement.
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The greatness, magnificence and beauty of
Samskrit has perhaps not been described
better than by Sri Aurobindo, the great Rishi
and Yogi of modern India: “The language itself,
as has been universally recognized by those
competent to form a judgment, is one of the
most magnificent, the most perfect and
wonderfully sufficient literary instruments
developed by the human mind; at once
majestic and sweet and flexible, strong and
clearly formed and full and vibrant and
subtle.”

Samskrit is a “most wonderful language”.
Professor Friedrich Schlegel, writer and critic,
who established the first chair of Indology in
Germany at Hanmoben, has to say: “Justly it is
called Samskrit, that is, ‘perfect, finished’.
Samskrit combines these various qualities
possessed separately by other tongues:
Grecian copiousness, deep-tone Roman force,
the divine afflatus characterizing the Hebrew
tongues. Samskrit excels in grammatical
structure and is indeed the most perfectly
developed of allidioms,...”.

A language derives its value not merely
from its logical and grammatic structure but
from the manner in which it has been used and
the richness of its literature. Whether we
looked at the simple unsophisticated folk style
found in fable-books like the Panchatantra and
the Hitopadesha, or the practical and scientific
writings in the various Sastras like the
Arthasastra, Natyasastra, Ayurveda or
Jyoutisha; whether we delved into the rich,
highly developed literary style that expressed
itself through the poetry, the dramas and the
prose romances of Kalidasa, Bhavabhuti and
Magha; whether we turned to the thousands
of Subhashitas (reflective and didactic

stanzas), as in the Nitishataka of Bhartrihari, or
we studied the great philosophies and learned
commentaries of Kapila or Panini; whether we
read the well-known epics, the Mahabharata
and the Ramayana, which are an entire world
in themselves; whether we sought for the
principles of yoga in the Yogasutras of
Patanjali, or scaled the highest peaks of
spiritual poetry through the Vedas, the
Upanisads and the Gita - there was no limit to
the treasures thatawaited us.

It is therefore, not without reason that the
wellknown historian Will Durant, while writing
about India and Samskrit, affirms: “India was
the motherland of ourrace and Samskrit the
mother of Europe’s languages; she was the

”

mother of our philosophy,....".

The modern exploding science of
computers and artificial intelligence, in their
search for an ideal computer language, have
found the ancient language Samskrit to be the
most suited for this purpose. We may quote
here the words of Rick Briggs of the NASA
Ames Research Center. He says, in an
introduction to an article in the A1 magazine,
“Among the accomplishments of the
grammarians can be reckoned a method for
paraphrasing Samskrit in a manner that is
identical not only in essence but in form with
current works in Artificial Intelligence. This
article demonstrates that a natural language
can serve as an artificial language also and that
much work in Artificial Intelligence has been
reinventing a wheel millennia old”.

But do the ancient sayings of Samskrit have
any relevance to our life today? This question
has been dealt with beautifully in a talk by
Professor H.N. Mukharjee. He says: “To
Samskrit we look for inspiration even in this
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regard, because its message has many
elements which are, as far as we can see, of
perennial value. There are doubtless in our
past and therefore, also in the wide corpus of
Samskrit literature, things that require to be
discarded, but there is much also that we
should cherish and apply in our tasks of today”.
As professor Radhakrishnan, President of the
Republic of India, once said: “From the past let
us collect the fire and the glow and not the
ashes”.

In Samskrit there are a very large number of
verses that express the highest and noblest
thoughts, enlighten and uplift the emotions
and reveal a deep insight into human
psychology and nature.

The eleventh anuvaka of Shiksha Valli is a
list of golden rules which the Vedic era teacher
imparted to the graduating students as the
ethical way of life. The verses ask the graduate
to take care of themselves and pursue Dharma,
Artha and Kama to the best of their abilities.
Parts of the verses in section 1.11.1, for
example, state

Never err from Truth
x@éﬁd @maswéw
Never err from Dharma
CSMFQ{ @maswsw

Never neglect your well-being
535@34 @magasasse
Never neglect your health
&i@%é S @m@w@s@

Never neglect Svadhyaya (study of oneself)
and Pravacana (exposition of Vedas) -
mdméoﬁngimmssa‘ @53@355536
-Taittiriya Upanishad, .11.1
The eleventh anuvaka of Shiksha Valli list
behavioral guidelines for the graduating
students from a gurukul,

Hiqeal wa | fogeat v & |
FrEEeat wa | Afafiear a4 |
I R i Afedeata | A gaufon
T FANTH a1 et | A
Zaqon |

Be one towhom amotherisasgod, be oneto
whom a father is as god, Be one to whom an
Acharya (spiritual guide, scholars you learn
from)isasgod, be onetowhomaguestisasgod.

Let your actions be uncensurable, none
else. Those acts that you consider good when
done to you, do those to others, none else.

-Taittiriya Upanishad, 1.11.2

The wonderful exhortation in the Taittiriya
Upanisad - (satyam vada dharmam chara) -
‘Speak the Truth; follow the dharma’-is nearly
without parallel in the sublimity and compact
strength of the formulation.

The third section of the eleventh anuvaka
lists charity and giving, with faith, sympathy,
modesty and cheerfulness, as ethical precept
for the graduating students. Scholars have
debated whether the guidelines to morality in
this Taittiriya Upanishad anuvaka are
consistent with the "Know yourself" spirit of
the Upanishads. Adi Shankara states that they
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are, because there is a difference between
theory and practice, learning the need for Self-
knowledge and the ethics that results from
such Self-knowledge is not same as living
practice of the same. Ethical living accelerates
Self-knowledge in the graduate. In the
Upanisads one finds the beautiful injunction
samah), ‘Always performing good deeds, one
should live to work a hundred years’. The
hundred years, however, should be spentin a
worthwhile manner and not in the pursuit of
trivial things. The Samskrit injunction is that
knowledge is to be acquired, (pranipatena
pariprasnena sevaya), ‘by devotion, by
guestioning, by humility’.

Samskrit touches us at many levels. Says Dr.
Vyas Houston: “Its great power lies in bringing
body, mind and spirit into harmonic alignment.
Physically, its resonating power promotes
healing. Mentally it awakens the natural
brightness, agility and order of the mind.
Spiritually, it facilitates an expansion of
awareness, tranquility and bliss.... there is no
other language which models life itself so
perfectly as Samskrit. No other language in fact
even beings to approach the power which
Samskrit has, to penetrate to the very heart of
life”. The Nobel Laurette physicist, Dr. C.V.
Raman, believed that Samskrit was the only
language that could be the national language
of India. He said, “Samskrit flows through our
blood. It is only Sanskrit that can establish the
unity of the country”. Itis obviousthatthereis
no language apart from Samskrit which has
such a close relationship with all the other
languages of India. The University Education
Commission presided over by Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan, later the President of India,
came to the conclusion that “Samskrit was all

@oe-

the time the lingua-franca of the world of
learningin India, and this position it has held all
the time in India”. Why one should study
Samskrit? Prof. Richarcd Gombrich who holds
the Boden chair at Oxford says, “The reasons
for studying Samskrit today are the same as
they ever were: that the vast array of Samskrit
texts preserves for us a valuable part of the
cultural heritage of mankind, including much
beautiful literature and many interesting, even
fascinating, ideas”.

So deeply is Samskrit ingrained in its
national consciousness, that when India
became free and tried to express its
aspirations in every field, it looked to Samskrit
for inspiration and fulfilment. It gave itself the
ancient Samskrit name, Bharata. India’s
national motto is the wonderful exhortation
from the Taittiriya Upanisad, (satyameva
Jayate) - “Truth alone triumps’. The national
anthem and the national song of India, ‘Jana
Gana Mana’ composed by Rabindranath
Tagore and ‘Vande Mataram’ by Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee, are 90% Samskrit and 10%
Samskritic and hence are understood all over
India. The motto of the Lok Sabha, the lower
house of the Indian Parliament, is
(dharmacakrapravartanaya) - ‘For the
promulgation of the Wheel of Law’. The noted
historian K.M. Panikkar says, “Samskrit is
India’s one national language and the unity of
India will collapse if it ceases to be related to
Samskrit or breaks away from the Samskrit
tradition. But the extent and reach of Samskrit
was not confined to the borders of India. With
the spread of Indian culture and specially the
spread of Buddhism, Samskrit became a
medium of communication with foreign
countries too. Sir William Jones remarks: “The
study of comparative philosophy tends to
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show that Sanskrit is the mother of all Indo-
European languages. From the Samskrit were
derived the original roots and the essentially
necessary words which form the basis of all
these languages”. What has been the place of
Samskrit in ancient India? What role has it
played in its development? And what is its
significance for the future? To find an answer
to these questions we have to turn to those
who have loved India and entered deep into its
culture, its ethos and its history.

“The education of any Hindu child is
incomplete, unless he has got some
knowledge of Samskrit” — M. K. Gandhi
Jawaharalal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of
free India says in most categorical terms: “If |
was asked what is the greatest treasure which
India possesses and what is her finest heritage,
| would answer unhesitatingly - it is the
Samskrit language and literature and all that it
contains. This is a magnificent inheritance and
so long as this endures and influences the life
of our people, so long the basic genius of India
will continue.”

Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the first President of
India, said, “Sanskrit is the language of Indian
culture and inspiration, the language in which
all her past greatness, her rich thought and her
spiritual aspirations are enshrined... Samskrit
has not only been the treasurehouse of our
past knowledge and achievements in the
realm of thought and art, but it has also been
the principal vehicle of our nation’s aspirations
and cultural traditions, besides being the
source and inspiration of India’s modern
languages”.

Not only is it a mantric lure, it is also true
that if one truly wants to understand India, its
culture and ethos, a knowledge of Samskrit is

essential. Studying Samskrit is an enthralling
and fulfilling experience. The deeper we go
into it, the more amazed we will be by the
beauty and perfection of this language.
Whichever aspect we explore, there seem to
be nolimittoitstreasuresand wonders.

Jnanapita awardee Rashtrakavi Kuvempu
exclaims about Samskrit as:
a%@ébom TFH TeIrO
VITT TANTTOIRI ToUeRTO
WTPRO &ds%@ a%@:dmd: Feonwd
VT2 3TN FOT TLONWTHOARE
BORFTINT T I, SRRV TIOWLYTCH
WTHBI3?
DRVRBIODTD PTIDVORT WD, TOTI,

o%, &
L5)

Butitis a paradox that Samskrit is known so
very little in the world. And even in India, the
land of its birth, it is today understood and
spoken by a very small minority. We must
therefore, try to understand why Samskrit has
receded into the background and realise the
important role it has to play in India’s
resurgence and future development. Samskrit
has to be rediscovered. If we want to find the
roots of our culture, its greatness and its living
force, we have to go once again to Samskrit. It
will not be an exaggeration to say that if India
has to rise, Samskrit will have to rise once
again. Swami Vivekananda says, “The ideas
must be taught in the language of the people;
at the same time Samskrit education must go
along with it, because the very sound of
Samskrit words gives a prestige, a power and a
strength to the race...Teach the masses in the
vernaculars, give them ideas; .. but something
more is necessary; give them culture. Until you
give them that, there can be no permanencein
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the raised condition of the masses. There will
be another caste created, having the
advantage of the Samskrit language, which will
quickly get above the rest and rule them all the
same.” Finally, my dear young graduates, you
need a positive mindset and willingness to use
your capabilities for a larger good of the
people. To realise your vision you have to
channelise all your energies and resources.
With the training and skills acquired here, you
have a great future ahead of you. Let me

conclude with Swami Vivekananda’s quote: “
Look back, therefore, as far as you can, drink
deep of the eternal fountains that are behind,
and after that look forward, march forward,
and make India brighter, greater, much
brighter than she she ever was. Arise , awake
and see her seated on her eternal throne,
rejuvenated, more glorious than she ever was-
this motherland of ours.” Ithank everyone for a
patient hear. May God bless you all.
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